STAY INFORMED
Important Phone Numbers Websites

SN
Florida Emergency Info. Line: _ (800) 342-3557 www.nhc.noaa.gov «

(850) 413-9969 Maintains current weather
data, storm warnings, watches and
forecasts, as well as satellite imagery and

Florida Division of Emergency Management:

County Emergency Management:

City Emergency Management: detailed historical data from the National
Hurricane Center in Miami, Florida.

Power Company:

www.fema.gov

Water Company: Protecting and Maintaining Your Home Mercedes Homes ¢« Summer 2005

One of the most complete disaster-
preparedness libraries on the Web.

Cable Company:

Insurance Agent/ Claims Hotline:

Preparing for Stormy Weather

www.flash.org

Medical Insurance: ,

. - Provides the most current, accurate
Family Physician: and reliable home safety information
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 Trees

+  °Giveall treesa

- hurricane trim, cutting

branches that hang over
roof and eaves and

all dead limbs.

* Cut down all
dead tree

Mow To (f"r%am Yoark‘”ame or STorms

TOP TIPS ot
* Caulking is one of the \

simplest and most important
things you can do to prevent
water intrusion. Fill exterior
wall cracks with caulk before
repainting. Inspect and replace
caulk as needed around
windows and doors.

Lessons Learned ‘Ridge/Roof

* Cover off-ridge vent
(see illustration) with
plastic adhesive wrap,
vailable at most hom
supply stores.

Last year, we learned that hurricanes are not just about high
winds.Water intrusion, from hours of wind-driven rain, can
also pose a significant problem for the Florida homeowner.
But that too, can be minimized with appropriate preparation.
We've compiled some Top Tips that will aid in protection
of your home from wind-borne debris — and reduce the

- Exterior Walls

* Caulk any cracks in the
exterior walls and repaint

~ your home with quality

- exterior paint if it hasn’t

- been painted within the

P (/o)
Windows & °¢>,
Glass Openings .
(o8

y
* Protect with approved storm 1
shutters or 5/8-inch minimum
exterior plywood. (after the storm,
fill any holes you drilled)

risk of water intrusion.

After the Storm

If water intrusion has occurred, prompt action is required
to prevent further damage.

* Caulk around all windows and
test seals with garden hose to
expose vulnerable areas.

e Extract water from carpets and furniture to prevent mold
growth. Lift carpet at corners to remove wet pad.

* Keep air conditioning on and dry carpet backing with fans.

* Replace wet insulation in attic, call for professional help
to assess wet walls or other damage.

* Bring inside anything that
could become wind-borne.
Ask neighbors to do the same.
Examples: garden hose,
patio furniture, bird feeder, yard
ornaments, gazing balls.

* Bolt french-type double

floor to ceiling if your door is r
- doors with included foot and

extra wide or several years old.

]
Don't Forget Your PETS

i

~ ¢ If a vehicle is to stay in the garage,
position it carefully against the

. garage door.Then separate it with
. Styrofoam to prevent scratching
the vehicle as the door
 vibrates in the wind.

of one-inch in length. * Remove all detachable items

~ from children’s play equipment.

e Inspect and replace, as needed, j
- weather strips on bottom
~ of all exterior doors.

"+ Detach rural mailbox -
from post.

Pet supply list:

Q Portable Carrier (large
enough for your pet to
stand up and turn
around in)

0 Water — One gallon per day. Two week supply.
O Up-to-Date Health and Vaccination Records*

Mercedes Homes Develops Prototype Homes of the Future

Q Medications — Flea and tick preventati've, two- Dé’Sigﬂc”d 10 17’26'7"6'456' Strengt/z Clﬂd nghlig/ll&'

month supply of heartworm preventative and .

any regular medications Reduce the Chance Of Water Intrusion. ® Walls that can withstand 200-mile per hour

winds/tlying debris _
B iz Lazein el Gl ew Mercedes Homes, in conjunction with HUD’s Partnership o Self dhy 'g : " e e i |
* - q

 Extra ID Tags for Advancing Technology in Housing (PATH) and the cli-aghestve roofing to scal the root from feaks A':f?'"“m f;’rms aretpz;]rt of the
QO Pet Food Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), has ® Front doors that swing out instead of into the house o <Pot* ;cr)gz:zse omes
0 Litter and Newspapers developed two new prototype hurricane-resistant homes. ® Extended fascia design to keep water out of eaves
Q Toys and Treats Located in the Huntington Lakes community in Rockledge, ® Natural gas-powered generator to provide energy for your home

U Recent Photo of you with your pet* Floric'ia, these homes feature poured concrete walls, self— ® Storm shutters to protect glass openings from wind-borne debris
adhesive roofing and other safety features that can be applied

*Required at all pet boarding facilities to new home construction throughout Florida to minimize ® Paperless drywall that resists mold formation

) ) ) ) Hurricane-resistant prototype home located
Source: FLASH, Federal Alliance for Safe Homes the impact of devastating natural disasters. ® New off-ridge vent, designed to reduce the chance of water intrusion in Huntington Lakes in Rockledge, Florida



